
How to choose the 
right plants for 
your garden
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As a general overarching rule of thumb each garden 
design should be approached differently, driven by 
the context, specifics of space, architecture and 
needs of the client. At Jane Jones Landscapes we 
favour a plant-focused approach to design – 
establishing living sculptural features formed through 
the contrasting texture and foliage of varying plant 
combinations set within a structural footprint.

When considering a planting scheme, a key piece of advice 
I will readily give is to avoid emotional selection on the sole 
basis of ‘liking’ a particular plant. There is no singular 
solution to any garden and key considerations when 
selecting plants should include climate conditions, growth 
habits and seasonality. As gardens are essentially a 
human construction, a good planting scheme is about 
identifying the right plant to perform a role within a 
cohesive and well-considered design. 

Group plants together that require similar conditions and 
those with reasonably similar maintenance requirements. 
Avoid limiting and reducing yourself to a small plant 
selection and embrace a broad palette that blends both 
‘native and ‘exotic’ species suitable to the conditions of 
your outdoor space and open yourself up to a world of 
possibilities of planting combinations. With this in mind, it 
is important to note that within the Australian context we 
need to acknowledge our drier climate, irregular rainfall 
and generally poorer soil quality, and as such a balanced 
planting plan will greatly benefit from employing a 
selection of hardier drought tolerant species as well as 
giving due consideration to irrigation.

Colour for every season

Planting a variety of evergreens will provide colour as 
well as form and structure throughout the year. Serving 
as ‘soft’ structural elements they are as fundamental as 
‘hard’ elements (i.e. paving or walls) and serve to hold 
the garden together. Mass plantings of Westringia 
fuiticosa, Teucrium fruiticans or Buxus japonica 
spheres, for example, can be used as a structural 
backbone, offering year-round silvery or green tones 
and a clipped contemporary aesthetic. The inclusion of 
evergreen trees will serve a similar function and add 
some much-needed height and scale to the outdoor 
environment. We believe that the true value of good 
garden design and planting selection is revealed if it still 
looks good in the pared-back winter.

Seasonal variety through a selection of herbaceous 
and flowering perennials allows for year-round delight 
and provides a sense of excitement and anticipation 
for changes in the garden. Currently a few favoured 
perennials include Tulbaghia violacea ‘Fairy star’, 
Agastache ‘Blue boa’ and Eupatorium pupureum 
‘Gateway’, which in one project has self-seeded and 
spread through available space to a stunning effect. 
Layers of differing foliage, contrasting textural quality 
and seasonal variation in your planting scheme will 
add range, depth and complexity. Bold use of grasses 
such as Calagmagrostis ‘Karl Foerster’ or Miscanthus 
‘Eileen Quinn’ create a lovely sense of movement in 
the garden as they bend in the breeze and will add 
emergent height as they rise from the ground before 
being cut back in the winter months.
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Life is sustained and enriched by plants

Plants help maintain a healthy ecosystem and can support local bio-diversity. 
A good garden design and planting selection should complement and nestle a 
home within its surroundings, playing an aesthetic as well as functional role 
– trees and other plantings of height for example, will balance the dominant 
architectural features of your home as well as providing cool shade and 
protection in the heat of summer. Plants reflect and provide a visual indication 
of seasonal change, and most significantly, offer sensory and emotive 
pleasure. For Dutch landscape designer, Piet Oudolf, gardens provide lessons 
in discovery, “Everyday you see something different and that’s stimulating for 
a lot of people.” The shape, colour and texture of plants change and will be 
observed differently with time, how light changes during the day, from season 
to season and over the course of years to come, continuing to provide 
enjoyment and intrigue. 

A garden is never static or finished but is rather in a continual state of flux 
– embrace it! Conditions change and your plant selection may need to be 
adapted over time. Plants grow and interact with each other, require 
maintenance and at times may need replacing. The development and care of 
your garden is a process of refinement.


